PART v: 1771-5
fields.9 Make my compliments to Mrs Boswell, if she is in
good humour with me. I am, Sir, &c,
'September 14, 1775,'                     *SAM. JOHNSON.'
What he mentions in such light terms as, 1 am to set out
to-morrow on another journey,' I soon afterwards discovered
was no less than a tour to France with Mr and Mrs Thrale.
This was the only time in his life that he went upon the Con-
tinent.
When I met him in London the following year, the ac-
count which he gave me of his French tour, was, 'Sir, I have
seen all the visibilities of Paris, and around it; but to have
formed an acquaintance with the people there, would have
required more time than I could stay. I was just beginning to
creep into acquaintance by means of Colonel [Jean] Drum-
gold, a very high man, Sir, head of UEcole Militaire, a most
complete character, for he had first been a professor of
rhetorick, and then became a soldier. And, Sir, I was very
kindly treated by the English Benedictines, and have a cell
appropriated to me in their convent.*
He observed, 'The great in France live very magnificently,
but the rest very miserably. There is no happy middle state
as in England. The shops of Paris are mean; the meat in the
markets is such as would be sent to a gaol in England : and
Mr Thrale justly observed, that the cookery of the French
was forced upon them by necessity; for they could not eat
their meat, unless they added some taste to it. The French
are an indelicate people; they will spit upon any place. At
Madame------'s, [Madame du Boccage]10 a literary lady of
rank, the footman took the sugar in his fingers, and threw it
into my coffee. I was going to put it aside; but hearing it
was made on purpose for me, I e'en tasted Tom's fingers.
The same lady would needs make tea a I'Angloise* The
spout of the tea-pot did not pour freely; she bade the foot-
man blow into it. France is worse than Scotland in every
thing but climate. Nature has done more for the French; but
they have done less for themselves than the Scotch have
done.*